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It is worth starting with the fact that one reviewer has called Hsieh's recording of Beethoven's C minor Sonata "the best 
recording ever made" - in a crowded field! Another reviewer called her "a formidable virtuoso and magnetic performer" 
whose "color, texture, and attention to detail make you sit up and take notice." Much like the harp CD above, her Fugue is 
mentioned as an indication of her musical precision and "voicing." And much like the Cypress Quartet above, when a 
young performer takes on musical territory that has been recorded by - not just the best in the world today, but the best in 
the history of recordings, the quibbles and comparisons of reviewers can be mind numbing, but certainly Ms. Hsieh must 
take comfort in being compared on some works as second place to historic recordings of Van Cliburn. The interesting 
program choice of a focus on transcriptions makes much of this program more accessible than the harp CD above, and 
also gives reviewers a lot to chew up ("I prefer Busoni's transcription to Liszt" "why did she choose THIS transcription"), 
but the comments on both the high quality of the recording, and of her musical accomplishment and bravura is where they 
all agree in unison. Wow! Congratulations to an artist we are sure to hear more of.  
 
 
Kara Dahl Russell  


